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Bi ography of the Coroner

Dr . Howar d | . Cooper graduated I n 1991,
graduati on, he has accomplished more than
Il mportant attributes 1is his passion for

hel ping families of Lake County.

He has earned Fell owship and Mastership a
was one of three people in the world to

award the first year it was given. These
hours of continuing dent al education and
Fell owship awards from the Academy of Den
Or dadImpl antol ogi st s, the American Coll ege ¢
and Mi semt ernati onal |l mpl ant I nstitute. He
Awards from the | nt elrnmmpatainotnoalo gGosntgsr,e sass owe
Dr . Cooper Il's also involved iIin organized
dent al societies, Il ncluding the position
Chicago Academy of Gener al Denti stry,Dranc
Cooper is a published author on the topic
the country.

Dr . Cooper has served his country by bein
Mortuary Operational Response Team ( DMORT
Team Weapons of Mass Destruction Al Haz a
The morning of September 11, 2001, Dr . Co
DMORT, and the following ddy0weé dHa mfe lOAAW T p (
New Yor k. The team had many functions, b L
Of fice of the Chief Medical Examiner helop
After Hurricane Katrina, he was activated
task at this event was victim recovery, d
weeks in the New Orl eans arem fhamipliings .t o

Il n 2011, Dr . Cooper was awarded the Resp
Award from the National Di saster Medi cal

As the Lake County Coroner, Dr . Cooper en
County, as well as, the fire and | aw enfo
When Dr. Cooper finds some spare ti me, h e
his motorhome with his wonderful family.
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|l 1l 1T nois Coroners and Medi cal

Birth and death are the only two universal
Birth is the most i mportant biological eve
there is no being. If there is no person,
and duties of the living peopl e, not 1T nanir
Deat h, on the other hand, Il s the most 1| mpo
al | | egal rights and duties devolving upon
are terminated. Al persons with whom the ¢
also directly affected by the occurrence o
may be greatly affected Il egally by how th
occurred, and precisely when it occurred.
where death occurred iIis positively requirec
geographical | ocati on.

The | aw becomes extremely active when a p
altered. A wrongf ul death may give rise toc
Public soci al benefits and private insuran
Creditors must be satisfied, and deddiom shad\
their attachments rearranged. 't I s not su
overriding interest in the death of 1its su
modern office of Medi c al-l iEcxeams ende r p h yad iocniga nv
with significant duties in answering the p
What , How, Why . Only when these questions

| egal i ssues arising at death be effectivel
Al t hough the | egal aspects of death are mo
heritages of a civilized society also comm
The spiritual faith in a religion as wel/
demand correct answers to the questions of
obligates the I|living to acquire accurate
member of the human race.

The obligation for proper death investigat
satisfactions in the human society. Let th
they | abor not only for the State but, al sc
Our commitment... care of the Deceased; Cor

Permi ssion given to | CA by Kenneth S. Fi el
Sciences Foundation, April 22, 1988.
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Lake Countdy Miogoinem Statement

The mission of the Lake County Coroner's
i nvestigations based on the facts and ev

before us, their families, and the genera

Lake Countly Comre®nédal ues

The strategic plan for ac@onflfiischei nngi stshieo r
i denti fying core valwues which need to b
Coramne@f fice Iin performing its statutory r

Those values ar e:

1 Ri gorous obedience of the Constitution
1 Respect for the dignity of al/|l t hose we
9 Compassi on

17 Fairness

9 Uncompromising personal and i nstitutior
These values do not exhaust the goals whi
we |l | as, can be done in a few words. Our
vigorously defended, and preserved.
Observance of these core values is our gu
Lake Coun&sy OCdrnaemrermi s$egal andvestigative
obedience to constitutional principles e
guarantees are more iIimportant than the ou
or investigation. Respect for the dignit
restraint. Fairness and compassion ensur
dignity and respect for civil and human
each other and are owed to the county in

conferred upon wus.

We who serve the community must regard th
the success of t hc Qfatkiec eC,ouinn ya€oommleir s h
related to the support and cooperation of
the fiber which holds together the vital:al

C



2019 Lake Comurotfy i €Cer cAmeru a |

What is the duty of the Coroner as
Chapter3®®7: 5E8ch Coroner shall be the <co
i n the performance of his/ her duties shal
What are the responsibilities
The responsibilities of the Coroner ar e
perfor med:
1T Autopsy
9 Toxicol ogy tests
1T Mi croscopi c examinations
9 Bacteriology
17 X-r ays
1 Fingerprinting
9 Taking and gathering reports
1 Notification of death to families
1 Onscene i nvestigation
1 Photographing
9 Transportation of victims assuring chain
1 Evidence coll ecting
17 Dent al examination and identification
1T Meeting with survivors
1 Presiding at inquests
17l ssuance of Death Certificates and Cr ema
91 Cooperating with:
Medi cal Agenci es
Funer al Directors

1
1
17 Law Enforcement Agenci es
1

Fire & Rescue Departments
And oét her s
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Who Reports the Death to the
Secti802®/ 3Every | aw enforcement of ficia
hospital director or administrator or per
attendance upon such a decedent at t he
promptly. Any such person failing to do s

Types of Deaths Reportable to
Chapter 5530%8ctmaenameBded, mandates that
to the Coroner's Office for investigation
bel ow) . These deaths include sudden and
deat hs. ThasCbhenawut hority under this Lay
body S and take <charge of s ame and she
circumstances of the death.

Deat hs Reportable to the Co
M Violent death (e.g., strangulation, guns
T Accident al deaths (e.g., falls, drowning
qf Death of a prisoner (e.g., deaths i n any
M Suspicious Circumstances (e. g., Uni dent i
M Sudden and Unexpected deaths (e.g., al |
Occupational related deat hs)

T anestrhedsaitaed, unexpected natural death
T Without medi cal attendance within 24 hou
91 n cases of chronic illness the attendi

be reasonably certain of thé cause of de
T Unexpected infant deaths
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